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The site is tight and reasonably complex:

existing listed buildings had to be retained at

ground level and were enveloped in a jigsaw

like fashion by the new building. At ground

floor are offices, resource spaces and teaching

spaces, and at first floor is the library. The site

dictated a deep plan building, which ultimately

drove the architectural solution - a series of

lofty sawtooth north lights that provide large

levels of natural light and ventilation.

The pointy gable ends developed into the
witches hat shapes to maximise ventilation and
lighting, move them beyond a conventional
sawtooth, and give the building a kind of
signature. Internally, they provide a lofty and
airy open plan library space.

The envelope was then worked into to provide
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strategic views out - hence the randomly
placed windows - with a number of bays
providing reading spaces and animating
the facade, with ventilation provided by a
number of perforated metal screens that

open independently of the (entirely naturall
-!EFFE_HEEWM- : \ P p y ( y y
P FSTS LN v, e M O 0 7 7 [ . -
i SN S R 7 TN e e ] LB . = - ventilated) building.
qz.r,'-'ﬁ R R BT Sodek I : —
M [ 5 .




