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This is the first issue of Inhabit, an
Architecture Today publication on
the design of houses. Each eition
will show a selection of exceptional
recent projects which share a
common theme - type, siyle, place
OF PUIPOSE,

I'he honses collected here are
all broadly ‘rural’, but the variety
of sites points to the difficulty of
defining a rural house, save (o say
that it is not urban. Some, such as
Knox Bhasvan's Rigg Beck, sitalone
within spectacular landscapes, but
planning constraints mean that
such opportunities e rare
Ohtaining consent can be difficult
even for replacement dwellings,
as in the cases of coastal houses
in Jersey and Wales by Hudson
Architects and John Pardey

Elsewhere, therefore, there are
attempts 1o invest houses with
‘rural’ qualities - in materials o1
connection to landscape = even
where the context is perhaps
more suburban than archenpally
arcadian: Hall McKnight's house
at Gleneagles is designed as much
in relation to distant mountains as
to immediate neighbours.

A verdant view from the window
is, after all, among the main
reasons 10 build a counuy house
today. But although most of the
projecis here reflect the changed
status of the counuryside, from
workplace o amenity space, the
Carctaker’s House in Dorset
demonsurates a continuing necd
for imother kind of rural house
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INVISIBLE
STUDIO
CARETAKER'S
HOUSE

Hooke Park is a 3b0<acre working forest in
Dorset, owned and operated by the Architectural
Association. It contains a small educational facil-
ity used by AA students to explore rural architec-
tres, the crafts of construction and sustainable
timber technologies, and is home to a number
of experimental buildings developed by swu-
dents and practicing architects over many years.
Students from the school’s Intermediate Unit 2
(2009-10) produced a schematic design for a
caretaker’s house on the site, which has been
developed to construction with architect Piers

timber grown and felled on site, and in its green
state. Unscasoned larch. cedar. poplar. Douglas
fir and spruce are used as appropriate, both for
structure, insulation and heating. “It is—as far as
we are aware — the world's first green timber
building insulated to Passivhaus standards, with
Passivhaus airtighiness,” says laylor,

No wet trades were emploved in the construc-
tion: the building rests on steel mini-piles - the
only nontimber structural element. A ‘heawy’ p

“As far as we know, it’s the first

Taylor of Invisible Studio.
The house is a prototypical low-cost timber
exemplar building, constructed using only

green timber building insulated
to Passivhaus standards.”
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 The badroom and livirg spaces
are separated by an open
‘dog-tred, allawing generous
views out into the forest
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north wall provides privacy and insulation, while
the house remains very open to the south where
a large veranda acts as an extension of the living
space. The roof form is generated by the need to
gain maximum east sunlight penetration into
the master bedroom at one end, and to provide
a firstfloor living space with high natural surveil-
lance over the campus at the other, (1
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& Exposed copper pipe Is used

for kechen s, All kitchen
joinery was done on sito. The
handeail to the tamber stale
was formed from mild steel
pipe. also welded on site.

¢ Long socvon, festlioor and

mezzaning plans, The stair
a5 an nnovative dry-joint
system, which hardens as
it dries
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